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Dear Parents and Carers

Re: Starting the Phased Re-opening of Schools
You will be aware from the news that the Government has announced the phased reopening
for schools from 1 June 2020. In Walsall, we have been looking at how this will be achieved
and are working with our schools and academies to agree a common approach.
Schools as part of their comprehensive risk assessment process are reviewing the
requirements for social distancing, hygiene and cleaning required daily as well as organisational changes they may need to make to the school day to open.
June 1st is the start of a process for reopening and, initially, not all children will be able to start
on a full-time basis. The number of children in a school at any one time will be dictated by the
size of the classrooms, lay out and differing circumstances of the school as well as ensuring the
availability of staff. Each school will risk assess the number of pupils feasible in each classroom
to maintain social distancing and these may well vary within a particular school and across all
schools.
If your child is in Secondary school then the Government has requested that only those in Year
10 and Year 12 are invited individually or in small groups to begin face to face meetings with
staff to assist them with their learning. Each school or academy will devise a phased approach
for children to attend and will contact you to tell you when this will be. In the main, all children
will continue to do most of their work from home.
Primary schools have been asked by Government to open to a number of year groups, Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. However, due to the space available in each Primary school,
it may not possible to accommodate all children from these year groups at the same time.
Therefore, Primary schools will prioritise pupils in the following order:







Vulnerable children
Key Worker Children
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 6

Primary schools will inform you of the arrangements they are making and will let you know
when your children can attend school from 1 June. Children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 will need to
continue to remain at home until Government guidance changes.
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Whilst the Government is encouraging families to take up the places offered by schools you
can choose to keep your children at home and will not be penalised for doing so at this time.
The council is working closely with your head teacher, who I am sure you will agree is doing an
amazing job in these unprecedented times. We are all responding to new guidance as it
emerges and therefore the situation remains changeable.
We have included a frequently asked questions sheet with this letter to help you understand the
position from 1 June. Your schools will be contact you shortly to inform you of their individual
arrangements.
Yours sincerely,

Sally Rowe
Executive Director: Children’s Services

Councillor Chris Towe
Cabinet Member – Education and Skills
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